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UM RESEARCHER: MANY MONTANA CHILDREN LACK HEALTH INSURANCE 
MISSOULA—
More than 17 percent of Montana children 18 years old and younger do not have health 
insurance, nor do 39 percent of the state’s young people between 19 and 25 years of age, 
according to a researcher at The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research.
“The uninsured rate for Montana kids is one of the highest in the nation and is exceeded 
by only New Mexico, Texas and Louisiana,” said Steve Seninger, BBER economist and 
director of Montana KIDS COUNT.
Under Seninger’s direction, BBER recently published the 2003 Montana KIDS 
COUNT Data Book, which tracks progress and problems in children’s health, education and 
overall well-being. Funded through the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the data book provides the 
most current statistics about the state’s youth and their families.
The myth that the uninsured are all poor children from unemployed families is not true, 
Seninger said. A profile of Montana’s 171,000 uninsured population shows that 86 percent are 
white, 92 percent of the adults have a high school education, more than 70 percent are above 
the poverty level and 77 percent of the adults are employed. This profile indicates that many of 
Montana’s uninsured kids come from households with higher income and education levels and 
are living with parents who are working.
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The good news is that Montana has done an impressive job on early childhood health, 
largely because of effective health programs, Seninger said. Montana’s immunization rates for 
kids 2-years-old and younger continue to be above 90 percent, a gain of more than 5 percent 
over the late 1990s. Public health agencies at the state and local levels have conducted 
immunization programs to combat measles, mumps, rubella, polio and other illnesses, resulting 
in an immunization rate that far exceeds the national rate of 71 percent.
The 2003 Montana KIDS COUNT Data Book -  the third of its kind published by BBER -  
includes a section on how kids spend their time when they are not in school, an expanded table 
of county level data and a look at recently released data on American Indian children.
The data book contains a wide variety of information. For example, it is estimated that 
33,000 of Montana’s older teenagers hold jobs while going to school. However, about 12 
percent of those who seek jobs could not find one. Nationally, about 30 percent of children 
ages 6 to 17 participated in sports in 2000. Youth behavior data show that for a sample of 
Montana high school students 23 percent watched more than three hours of TV per day 
compared to a median over all states of 33 percent.
American Indian youth represent almost 10 percent of Montana’s population under 18 
years of age. This number jumps to 18 percent in the state’s rural areas. Indian female teen 
birth rates of 52 peicent place Montana well above the national rate of 27 percent. Montana’s 
infant mortality, child death rate, teen death rate, percent of teens out of school and not 
working, and poverty rates also are higher than the national rates. *
“Montana needs to be doing more toward improving child and adolescent health and
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increasing family income and employment opportunities in the state’s American Indian 
communities,” Seninger said.
For more information, contact Montana Kids Count at (406) 243-5113. Montana KIDS 
COUNT data is available online at www.bber.umt.edu/kidscountmt.
###
NOTE. Kids Count in Montana advisory board members available for interviews are Steve 
Yeakel, executive director of the Montana Council for Maternal and Child Health, (406) 443- 
1674; Peggy Beltrone, Cascade County commissioner, (406) 454-6814; and Tony Herrera, In- 
Care Network Inc. Billings, (406) 256-8388.
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